
Sugar Creek residents have plenty 
of new activities to look forward to 
as the bitter winter weather finally 
begins breaking way for sunnier 
spring days. 

From a new splash park to a new 
disc golf course, residents will have 
ample opportunities to get out and 
enjoy the nice weather. Jack Sparks, 
director of Parks and Recreation 
said the improvements will be paid 
through the city’s parks and recre-
ation fund, which is paid through a 
sales tax approved by voters a few 
years ago.

“I am most excited about two 
(improvements) - the disc golf 
course and the splash pad,” Sparks 
said. “Both are going to bring dif-
ferent things to the city. The disc 
golf park is going to bring traffic 
to an under-utilized portion of our 
biggest park, LaBenite park. The 
splash pad is going to provide an 
aquatic portion to our citizens that 
they have not had since the pool 
was demolished.”

The splash pad will be adjacent 
to the tennis courts at Kaw Park 
and will include several fountain 
and splash features. Sparks said 
the features will be set on a timer, 
activated by a push button. 

The disc golf course is a relative-
ly cost-effective, low-maintenance 
addition to LaBenite. The increased 
popularity of the sport makes it a 
welcome addition to the city’s rep-
ertoire.

“The Kansas City metro is one of 
the epicenters of disc golf for the 
nation,” Sparks said. “We hope to 
attract new users to the park as well 
as regional and national events to 
the park.”

Beyond these two new features, 

several parks and facilities will 
see improvements and upgrades. 
The lighting at LaBenite and Wells 
Parks will be updated. The Board of 
Alderman is scheduled to vote on 
an ordinance April 12 to purchase 
solar lights for both parks.

Additionally, the city purchased 
new workout equipment for the 
city gym, which Sparks hopes will 
be the beginning of more activities 
offered at the gym. 

“We are still working out the 
details on how we will make those 
available to the public,” Sparks said. 

Kaw field, too, will see the addi-
tion of work out stations to add a 
range of exercises for individuals to 
include in their walks. 

Sparks said there are other, small-
er improvements planned through-
out the summer - mostly updating 
and cleaning existing equipment. 

The city chose the additions 

based on space and budget, as well 
as a desire to fill in some gaps. 

“Most of these projects are quick 
to get going and accessible to most 
in our community,” Sparks said. 

These upgrades come just as the 
state of Missouri continues to ramp 
up vaccination efforts in the fight 
against COVID 19. Sparks is opti-
mistic the pandemic won’t have a 
large impact on the use of these new 
amenities.

“With them being - for the most 
part - outdoor facilities - and the 
rollout of the vaccinations, we are 
hopeful that regulations will be 
more relaxed by the time they are 
fully implemented,” Sparks said. 

With these exciting additions, 
Sparks and the city aren’t finished. 

He said, “We want to ensure that 
all of our citizens have access to 
facilities or programs that interest 
them.”
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FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 3/8/2021

• The Council was called to order at 
6:00 p.m. Mr. Kevin Onka led the Board in 
the Pledge of Allegiance. A quorum was 
established and the Consent Agenda was 
passed unanimously. 

• In business from the floor, Mr. Onka 
asked for assistance to settle a private 
sewer line issue. The Board took the mat-
ter under advisement.

• Seven ordinances were passed unani-
mously.

a) #4411 authorized payment to Wil-Pav 
for storm water repair on Gill Street.

b) #4412 authorized release of proceeds 
to Ms. Elizabeth Eimer for repairs to prop-
erty.

c) #4413 authorized payment to 
Holliday Sand and Gravel for purchase of 
deicing salt to be used in the City of Sugar 
Creek.

d) #4414 authorized payment to Altec 
Services for repairs to the 1991 Ford lift 
truck.

e) #4415 authorized distribution of 
Scholarship Funds to Truman Heartland 
Foundation to be known as the “Norman 
and Mary Anne Davidson Scholarship 
Fund.”

f) #4416 approved an engagement agree-
ment for legal services between the City 
of Sugar Creek, Mo and the Law Firm of 
Lauber Municipal Law, LLC.

g) #4417 adopted and enacted a new 
code of ordinances for the City of Sugar 
Creek, Mo.

• The Mayor mentioned a meeting to 
take place with Bayer. The purpose of the 
meeting is to look at the techniques and 
methods Bayer used to create short-term 
and long-term plans for the company. The 
hope is to develop goals with the help of 
citizens, elected officials and employees.

• Alderman Ray suggested something 
be done about the Amazon drivers. 
Chief Soule said many drivers have been 
stopped and ticketed. The challenge is 
there is a different driver every day.

• Alderman Sagehorn asked Mr. Sparks 
about the status of the Gym Exercise 
equipment. Mr. Sparks said the equipment 
should arrive in 4–6 weeks. The Alderman 
then asked Mr. Layton about the two 
bronze plaques which identify Harrison 
Park. Mr. Layton responded Public Works 
will be welding protective iron work to 
surround the plaques and will hopefully 
be in place soon.

• Mr. Casey remarked due to COVID-
19, there will be no Easter Egg Hunt 
again this year. The Slavic Festival will be 
moved to Fall and plans are to hold the 
4th of July Parade and Fireworks show on 
schedule.

• Chief Soule stated his officers are 
monitoring traffic around Mallinson 
Elementary School. At least four tick-
ets have been written. Concern has 
been mentioned about drivers entering 
Elizabeth from the alley. There is no stop 
sign in the alley. Elizabeth traffic has the 
right of way, but if a car in the alley does 
not see any oncoming traffic, the car in 
the alley does not have to stop.

• Mr. Layton mentioned the Gill project 
is taking shape. The newest phase is the 
storm sewer work to be finished by Wil-
Pav, which will cause a few street closures 
and detours. Alderman Sagehorn asked 
Mr. Layton about the timing of the sani-
tary sewer work. Mr. Layton said they had 
to camera everything again, evaluate the 
damage and begin work in May.

• Chief Richardson told the Aldermen 
about the same time Pumper 2 returned 
from the shop, Pumper One had to go into 
the shop.

• Mr. Sparks referred to a meeting he 
and Alderman Steffen had with ATHCO 
about developing a splash park. ATHCO, 
the splash park company is putting togeth-
er a proposal with drawings. Mr. Sparks 
invited everyone to attend another work 
day at LaBenite Park. Plan is to get a mini-
mum of 9 disc golf baskets in the ground 
but hopefully get all 18 done on, Saturday, 
March 27. The new website is up and 
running with a few pages remaining to be 
completed. There will be no Senior Ride 
program until we find a grant to support 
the ride program. The former MEHTAP 
grant is no longer available.

• Mr. Cary mentioned the Planning and 
Zoning Commission on Thursday, 3/10. 
There may be one or two issues to be 
brought before the Board on 3/22. The 
final inspection of the new Dollar Tree has 
been tentatively approved. Dollar Tree is 
planning a 3/18 Grand Opening. In April, 
the Planning and Zoning Commission will 
meet with the new owners of Styx and 
Stones. The plan is to convert the building 
into a convenience store with gas pumps. 
The owner’s immediate issues are com-
plying with MODOT demands. Alderman 
Sagehorn asked about the backyards of 

the houses directly below the old Dollar 
Tree. Soil is building up, out buildings 
are tilting and it appears the dirt is slid-
ing downhill from the old Dollar Tree. Mr. 
Cary said he would look into it.

• Finance Director, Mrs. Guthrie 
informed the Council the City is almost 
50% of the way through the fiscal year 
with 38% of the revenue coming in and 
42% of budgeted expenses going out. The 
new Fire Protection Tax produced $1400 in 
January and $14,000 in February. 

• Seeing no other business, the Council 
voted to move into closed session at 
7:01pm. In closed session, the Board 
voted unanimously to give pay raises to 
3 individuals. Purchase of property was 
discussed and approved unanimously by 
the Aldermen.

• Seeing no further business for closed 
session, a motion was made and sec-
onded to return to open session at which 
point the Aldermen voted unanimously to 
adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 
8:10 p.m.

Council Meeting Minutes 3/22/2021
• The Meeting was called to order at 

6:00 p.m. A quorum was established.
• The first New Evidence Hearing was 

reported by Mr. Ed Cary. Mr. Cary stated 
the applicant was asking for permission 
to house multiple pregnant female dogs, 
but once weaned, they would be returned 
to their owners. This item had multiple 
neighbors objecting to the boarding kennel 
at the Public Hearing.

• The second New Evidence Hearing 
Mr. Cary reported on was the City’s 
request to change zoning on two lots on 
Sterling Ave.

• No objections were heard at the 
Public Hearing.

• The Mayor called for Business from 
the Floor and seeing none, began read-
ing the six ordinances and bills before the 
Board. 

a) #4418 authorized payment to Midway 
Ford for a stolen catalytic converter. 
Passed unanimously. 

b) #4419 authorized the Finance 
Director to make the TIF payment to KC 
Ready Mix LLC. Passed unanimously. 

c) #4420 approves a Home Occupation 
License for a dog boarding kennel. Failed 
by a vote of 3-1. No Home Occupation 

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s 
Desk” on page 4



NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
Fire Department

FIRESIDE CHAT– With summer right around the corner, it’s impor-
tant to touch on the topic of water and the inherit risks of swimming 
or enjoying various activities near bodies of water. Drowning is a lead-
ing cause of accidental death or children under the age of 17 in the 
United States. Drownings can happen quickly, without warning and 
can have a devastating impact. Although many people will survive 
they can be left with life-changing injuries. While the word “drown-
ing” is commonly associated with fatal results, drowning may be clas-
sified into three different types: drowning with death, drowning with 
ongoing health problems, and drowning with no ongoing health prob-
lems. The term “near-drowning” is commonly used in the latter cases.

It is estimated that more than 85% of drownings could be prevented 
by supervision, training in water skills, technology, and public educa-
tion. Here are some Safety Tips while in or around the pool or natural 
body of water this summer:

Surveillance: Watching the swimmers is a basic task, especially in 
the case of children. Young children must be supervised, regardless of 
if they can already swim. The danger increases when they are alone. 
Even bystanders can also play an important role in drowning detec-
tion and performing an intervention or notification to lifeguards or any 
other authority by any method (phone, alarm, etc.)

Learning to swim: Being able to swim is one of the best defenses 
against drowning. It is recommended that children learn to swim in 
a safe and supervised environment when they are between 1 and 4 
years old. Learning to swim is also possible in adults by using the 
same methods as children. It’s still possible to drown even after learn-
ing to swim, so it’s recommended to choose swimming places that are 
safe and kept under surveillance. 

Alcohol: Alcohol increases the probability of drowning. This danger 
is greater while indulging on the water and parties on boats or docks 
where alcohol is consumed. 

Lifejacket use: Children that cannot swim and other people at risk 
of drowning should wear a fastened and well-fitting lifejacket when 
near or in the water. Other flotation devices (inflatable tubes, water 
wings, foam tubes) may be useful, although they are usually consid-
ered toys and not rated for life safety. 

Avoid dangerous waters: Avoid swimming in waters that are too 
turbulent, where waves are large, debris filled, or are too cold. Avoid 
dragging currents. These are currents that are turbulent, foamy, and 
those moving debris. If caught by one of these currents, swim out 
from it, if possible, move out gradually, in a diagonal direction until 
you arrive at the shore. 

Use the “buddy system”: Don’t swim alone, but with another per-
son who can help in case of a problem.

Enjoy being near and in the water on those warm summer days, 
but also be aware of the natural danger and risks swimming can incur 
and as always in the case of a water emergency, contact 9-1-1 as soon 
as possible. Stay safe.

–– Captain Brandon Smith, Sugar Creek Fire Department

Police Department
CHIEF’S CHAT– Spring is upon us and soon school will be out for 

the summer. Let’s remember to look out for the children out riding 
bikes and playing. Please remember to watch your speed and be alert 
of your surroundings. 

Also, we no longer have large item pick-up for the city. If you have 

large items, you can get a permit to the dump from Public Works and 
also Republic will pick up some of the items by appointment only 
once a month. To contact Republic, call 254-1470.

One of the biggest complaints to City Hall and the Police Department 
is property conditions. The police and codes enforcement officers 
work hand in hand to keep Sugar Creek looking good. The Police 
enforce vehicle issues, tall weeds and grass, and trash on properties. 
Codes enforces building conditions. We try hard to keep up with all 
complaints and we will usually give time to the residence to clean up 
and come into compliance.

–– Chief Chris Soule

Public Works
LARGE ROLL OFF CONTAINER RENTAL– Contact Republic 

Services at (816) 521-3100 to set up a roll off container rental. Cost is 
$130.00 for Sugar Creek residents.

FROM THE WATER DEPARTMENT– A reminder to all residents 
that water meters can NOT be turned on or off by the homeowner, 
renter or contractors. If you need to have the meter turned off for 
repairs, please contact City Hall, they will then contact the correct 
department to arrange a time for the service to be turned off.

SUMMER JOBS AVAILABLE– The City of Sugar Creek public 
works department is accepting applications for the position of part-
time laborer; minimum age of 16. The position is for a period of 
approximately 13 weeks, with a starting pay of $10.30 an hour and at 
least 40 hours a week. Applications are accepted at Sugar Creek City 
Hall between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Work will begin at 
the end of May.

PUBLIC WORKS INFORMATION– The Public Works Department 
is open and doing business as usual.  If you have any questions, 
please contact us by phone at (816) 252-4413. Public Works hours are 
7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Utility Billing Department
UTILITY EMAILS NOT FROM CITY– The City of Sugar Creek 

Utility Billing department was contacted by a few residents regard-
ing emails they received reminding them their utility payment is due. 
These emails are NOT from the Sugar Creek Utility department. The 
City will never send you an email regarding your utility account, 
unless you have been in prior contact with us and we indicated you 
would be receiving an email.

In addition, we will never contact you to collect your payment via 
credit card over the phone. All utility bills are due by the eighteenth 
of every month and are payable at City Hall during business hours, 
through our night drop box, or online at www.officialpayments.com. 
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THE 2020 FINANCIAL REPORT IS NOW AVAILABLE!
Visit our website at sugar-creek.mo.us and click on “Finance” under “Departments.”
There you will find current and past annual financial reports, budget documents, and

our most recently published six-month revenue and expenditure report.

MARCH CRIME STATS:
Assaults ................................ 4
Burglary ................................ 2
Disturbance ..........................13
Fraud  ................................... 2
Larceny ................................. 2

Drug charges ........................19
Destruction of property
and/or vandalism .................. 2
Missing persons/runaway ...... 1



License will be issued. 
d) #4421 rezones two parcels on Sterling Ave. Passed unanimously.
e) #4422 approves the Blue Moon Trio performing at the 4/23 

Concert in the Park at Well’s Park. Passed unanimously.
f) #4423 authorized splash park purchase. Passed unanimously.
• A motion was made and seconded to appoint Ms. Debbie Ray 

to the Parks and Rec Board for 3 years and to appoint Ms. Lyndsey 
Ramsey to the Parks and Rec Board for 2 years. A voice vote by the 
Aldermen approved both nominations unanimously.

• A motion was made and seconded to approve 2021 and 2022 
rates for our City Health Insurance. By roll call vote, the Alderman 
approved the rates unanimously.

• The Mayor asked the Aldermen and audience to send letter/

emails of support to Rep. Burnett, Rep. Kidd, Rep. Rowland and 
Rep. Sauls asking them to support SB123 which paves the way for 
a State-wide Internet Sales Tax. A second part of the request was to 
ask the above Representatives to amend HB 554 as it calls for a vote 
of the people to vote again on a Use Tax if they already passed one 
years ago. The Mayor also asked the Aldermen to mention to the 
Representatives they should support Failure to Appear Bills which 
return control back to your Municipal Courts.

• Alderman Mikulich asked about the cost of installing LED lights 
at Kaw Field. 

• Alderman Ray asked about playground equipment for the area 
around the Basketball Courts and at Kenney field. 

• Alderman Steffen asked Mr. Layton about an install date for the 
outdoor equipment for Kaw Field. Mr. Layton replied it was on the 
list and would be accomplished in the next few weeks. Alderman 
Steffen thanked the Aldermen and Mr. Sparks for everyone’s efforts 
in establishing a splash park in Sugar Creek.

• City Administrator Casey began his report with a discussion of 
solar lighting for Wells Park. There were two proposals from First 
Light. A single light proposal which lights up 70% of the park and 
a 2-light proposal which does the same. The Aldermen voted for 
the 2-light system. Mr. Casey mentioned vehicles and equipment are 
being gathered to be placed on Purple Wave. Mr. Casey notified the 
Aldermen the City would be receiving approximately $600,000 from 
the recently passed Recovery Act Money. Lauber Law Firm has been 
sifting through the fine print of the Bill and believes the City is free to 
spend the money on several infrastructure projects. 

• Chief Soule remarked daily Park patrols have renewed, especially 
at LaBenite. The Chief mentioned some asphalt work may be neces-
sary at the Basketball Courts at Hink and Northern. Much is chipped 
and cracked and there may not be enough parking spaces. Alderman 
Sagehorn remarked there are growing cracks in the asphalt walking 
path around Kaw Field and wondered if that should be looked into. 
Chief Soule stated the Department had received their 2020 Combat 
Funds and had been notified they would also receive the Combat 
Funds asked for in 2021. 

• Chief Richardson asked for guidance in going forward with rental 
inspections. Citing losing a whole year due to Covid, where does he 
begin on his list of inspections. The general impression was to pick 
up any even-year inspections he could work in, but to concentrate on 
the current odd-year inspections. 

• Mr. Sparks reported to the Board the Parks and Recreation Board 
recommended to the Board of Aldermen that Mr. Sparks needs a full-
time assistant. The general feeling of the Board was for Mr. Sparks to 
produce a list of hours required and duties to be performed by this 
full-time employee. It was also brought before the Board this full-time 
person would be in addition to two part-time assistants. 

• Mr. Ed Cary reported a preliminary plat hearing for Taco Bell on 
3/31 followed by a final plat hearing on 4/6 and a regular Planning 
and Zoning Meeting on 4/8. All meetings will begin at 7:00 pm and 
will be live and Zoom. Final reports will be made to the Board on 
April 12, 2021. 

• Mrs. McGhee wanted everyone to know the next Council Meeting 
will be at Mike Onka Hall on April 12, 2021 at 6:00 p.m., at which 
time, newly elected officers will be sworn in. 

• Mrs. Guthrie reported the City is 50% of the way through the 
fiscal year. We are at 41% of expected revenues and 46% or expendi-
tures. The auditors reported a few minor fixes the finance department 
needs to do, but overall, this was one of the best reports in years. 

• Seeing no further business, the Mayor called for a motion and 
second to move into closed session to discuss a matter of Real Estate. 
After discussion, no decision was made and the Aldermen voted to 
return to Open Session and adjourned at 7:31 p.m.
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FROM MAYOR MIKE LARSON’S DESK 
n continued from page 2

COMMUNITY & YOUTH 
INVOLVEMENT:
n Participate or Conduct Flag Ceremonies & 
 Present Flag Education in Schools
n Keep in contact with legislators regarding 
 Veteran Benefit Issues
n Support Scouting Organizations by donating 
 Kelsey Hall for meetings etc.
n Participate in Achievement Awards in the 
 Community & Schools

n Provide Veterans with Medical Equipment 
 and assistance when needed
n Support Homeless Veterans Programs
n Adopt Veterans and families in need when 
 situation arises throughout the year
n Support ‘National Veterans Services’ – Spot  
 Clips, Unmet Needs, MAP Support Veteran & 
 Military Suicide Prevention – 800-273-8255
n Veterans are available to go to schools and 
 organizations to give presentations

POST EVENTS:
n 1st Sunday of the month Breakfast
 October thru May Mothers & Fathers Day
 

APRIL
n Attend Junior ROTC Cadet Award
 Presentation – we sponsor 6 Cadets
n Flag Retirement Ceremony at Post home – 
 open to the public

MAY
n Mothers Day Breakfast – open to the public
n Buddy Poppy Drive – funds used to provide 
 relief for Veterans & families
n Hold Memorial Day Ceremony at 
 Memorial Park

JUNE 
n Fathers Day Breakfast – open to the public

JULY
n Provide Honor/Color Guard for Sugar Creek 
 4th of July Parade

AUGUST 
n Hold drives for school supplies, hats & 
 gloves for Elementary schools
n Meet in the Creek Hog Roast – open to
 the public

SEPTEMBER 
n 9/11 Remembrance Day
n Conduct POW/MIA Recognition Ceremony – 
 open to public

OCTOBER
n Flag Retirement Ceremony at Post home – 
 open to the public
n Sponsor Youth Contests/Events – Voice of 
 Democracy; Patriots Pen, etc.
n Support National Home for Children trip to 
 Eaton Rapids, Michigan

NOVEMBER 
n Veterans Day Ceremony at the ‘Wall of 
 Honor’ – open to the public
n Provide Veterans Day Programs at
 schools & organizations
n Provide Thanksgiving Dinner – open to
 the public

DECEMBER
n Adopt Veterans & Families in need for 
 Holiday Season
n Children’s Christmas Party at our adopted 
 National Guard Unit 1129 Infantry

SUGAR CREEK VFW INVITES YOU TO JOIN 
US IN SUPPORTING VETERANS

VETERAN AND AUXILLARY PROGRAMS
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Cooper Will Be Missed

Earl Cooper, the second oldest of four sons, was born in Sugar 
Creek, MO on September 23, 1936 and passed on March 14, 
2021 in Lee’s Summit, MO. He was 84.

Growing up with his three brothers, Earl spent his youth play-
ing sports and graduated from Northeast High School where he 
excelled both in the classroom and in athletics. Upon gradua-
tion, he enrolled at Missouri Valley College and subsequently 
enlisted in the US Marine Corp where he proudly served his 
country. Following his service, he enrolled at Ouachita Baptist 
in Arkadelphia, AR, earning his degree in education.

At Ouachita, Earl met, and in 1959, married Betty Jane Stroh 
Cooper and together had three children. He spent his career as 
an educator and coach in Burlington, IA and Sedalia, MO, even-
tually retiring from the KCMO public school district. 

In 1998, Earl married Theresa (Terri) McClary Cooper. Terri 
passed in 2016. As a member of Country Meadows Baptist, Earl 
was active both in his church and on the mission field.

He was preceded in death by his parents, one brother and 
both his wives. Earl is survived by two brothers, his children 
and step-children, eight grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Life of Pauk Remembered
Barbara Carroll Pauk, 76, passed away peacefully on Monday, 

March 29, 2021 with her husband Roger by her side.
She was born to John and Mary Czech on June 23, 1944 in 

Kansas City, Missouri. Barbara attended school at UMKC and it 
was there she earned her teaching degree. She taught physical 
education at Lillis High School before landing her career at Van 
Horn High School. She coached volleyball, track and synchro-
nized swimming.

It was there she met her best friend and love of her life Roger. 
They were married on March 29, 1972 and spent 49 glorious 
years making memories.

She was also a devoted Catholic woman and volunteered 
much of her time at St. Mark Parish. Barbara was an enormous 
presence in the life of every person that had the honor of know-
ing her and will be missed dearly.

She’s survived by her husband, a son, and a brother. Barbara 
is preceded in death by her parents and a brother.

 At the library...
MAY 2021

LIBRARY CLOSED
The Sugar Creek library remains 

closed due to COVID. Patrons may 
reserve materials and pick those up at the 

Trails West branch, 11401 E. 23rd St. in Independence.

n after lunch book group
The monthly After Lunch Book Group will meet virtually 
May 13 at 3:00 p.m. to discuss JD Vance’s novel Hillbilly 
Elegy.

It is time to start 
planning for the 
Sugar Creek 
Community 
Garden located 
across from City 
Hall. Come out and 
join us for our 8th 
season of growing 
organic fruit and 
vegetables!

City Community Garden

For additional information,
contact Sandy Mikulich at 461-3528

Trying to recycle unclean or unrecyclable material causes all kinds of
avoidable problems. It increases sorting time, damages the sorting facility’s 

equipment and contaminates the bales of clean recyclables.

NEVER PLACE THESE CONTAMINANTS
IN THE RECYCLING CART

RECYCLINGSIMPLIFIED.COM
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